RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCES OF S'Rl RiMAKRSNA 111

the line of great seers and mystics like Prahlada, Nammazh-
var and Caitanya and is a true modern exemplar of
Hinduism as a synthetic universal religion. He summed
up in his life the strivings of every sect and faith and
sought their underlying unity and harmony. To him religion
was an organic spiritual craving for God, and his whole being
throbbed with the pulse of the spirit. Just as the physical
organism has its own wants and appetites, so does the
spiritual nature hunger and thirst for God and crave for
satisfaction. To the secular-minded man, accustomed to inter-
pret experience in the language of sensibility and reason, the
nature and meaning of such mystic experience remains
a mystery. We can only explore the outskirts of spiritual
struggle and realization and employ human analogies to know
what is really beyond our understanding. The experiments
in spirituality conducted in the sadhana stage supply a large
mass of external evidence and enable us to have some insight
into the inner life of spirituality.

Unmindful of hunger, thirst and other organic cravings
and unaffected by the environment, he was seized with a mad
thirst for God and felt a burning sensation all over the body
on account of the agony of separation. He would often sit
motionless like a statue, lost in divine meditation, when
even breathing was suspended and the normal functions of
life were at a standstill. When the bodily functions are thus
apparently suspended and inhibited, the soul becomes fully
alive and awake to the reality of God. When the spiritual
storm rages over the body, the senses swoon away, the mind is
tossed and torn and the soul is seized with inexpressible fits of
agony and depression alternating with uprushes of exaltation.
Self-control was not a case of ascetic self-mortification and
suppression with him. It was not the alienation of the senses